DANISH DEFENSE FORCES COMMANDER IN LITHUANIA. On 15 February, Danish Defense Forces 
Commander Gen. Jorgen Lyng held talks in Vilnius with his Lithuanian counterpart, Gen. Jonas Andriskevicius, 
and head of the General Staff Col. Valdas Tutkus. Lyng told journalists that the creation of a Baltic States’ 
defense union could reduce defense expenses but would lessen the mobility of the individual armies. He 
recommended that the Baltic States look for defense partners among larger states. Lyng also met with National 


Defense Minister Linas Linkevicius on 16 February. -- Saulius Girnius, OMRI, Inc. 


ESTONIAN PARLIAMENT BACKS CHECHNYA RECOGNITION. On 13 February, the Estonian 
parliament passed a resolution calling for the recognition of Chechnya "at the first available opportunity." The 
resolution criticized international organizations for their inability to react swiftly to human rights violations 
during the Chechnya campaign. The parliament also called on its Russian counterpart to end "the Moscow- 
waged war in Chechnya and ensure the quickest return of refugees to their places of permanent residency." * 


Saulius Girnius 


RUSSIAN FOREIGN MINISTRY ACCUSES ESTONIA OF PROVOCATION. Russian Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Grigorii Karasin said on 14 February that the Estonian parliament actions were "provocative" and 
"irresponsible" and will "inevitably have negative consequences for Russian-Estonian relations." Estonian 
Prime Minister Andres Tarand said his government has no intention to discuss official recognition of Chechnya 


in the near future. -- Saulius Girnius, OMRI, Inc. 


LATVIA WARNS IT WILL EXPEL FORMER RUSSIAN SOLDIERS. Latvian Interior Minister Janis 
Adamsons said on 11 February that Russian military soldiers who retired after 28 January 1992 and remained in 
Latvia in defiance of the military withdrawal agreements must register by 15 February to obtain residency 
permits or face expulsion. The soldiers were supposed to have left by 31 August 1994, but primarily due to a 
housing shortage remained in Latvia. Adamsons noted that only 602 Russian retirees were registered as of 8 
February. Latvia claims that there are about 4,000 such retirees while Russia says they number only about 


1,000. -- Saulius Girnius, OMRI, Inc. 
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